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be done! Yet despite the Network Rail bridge is 
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Everyone benefits from scheme 
to lower speed limit on roads . 
a THE so-called "20's for their own street. And parked c~rs 
plenty".scheme involves Dangerous drivers in frequently suffer 
campaigning for a communal areas are not damage such as broken 
20mph speed limit on all . just anti-social but mirrors . 
residential roads. criminal, for deaths, Councils should listen 
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that Westminster Council 
have decided to save a 
paltry £120,000 by 
scrapping their only 
CCTV crime.vans. 

Why not scrap those 
sinister little Smart cars 
with their cameras on 
stalks prowling about 
creaming money from 
occasionally careless but 
otherwise law-abiding 
motorists? 

It is obvious that 
Westminster regard it as 
far more worthwhile to 
hammer people they can 
guarantee getting money 
out of than actually 
trying to do something 
useful but unprofitable 
like monitoring criminal 
gangs . With this level of 
support from 
Westminster it is no 
wonder that the local 
police are so 
demoralised. 

Councillors had 
hysterics the other week 
when the Department for 
Transport declared that 
all their CCTV cameras 
were incorrectly set, 
rendering parking tickets 
issued by them invalid. 

They boo-hooed about 
how much it would cost 
to reconfigure them­
(twice what they are 
saving scrapping the 
crime vans) . 

It did not occur to 
them not to bother and 
save this money. 

The cameras are still 
good for identifying 
criminals just not for ­
reading car number 
plates. 

The only conclusion to 
draw from all this is that 
Westminster councillors 
do not see the point of 
CCTV cameras unless 
they can raise revenue 
from them. 

MARlIN KENNEDY 
Brewer Street, W1 

Dialogue welcome on city motorcycling
 
a WESTMINSTER 
City Council started 
trialling a £1.50 daily 
charge for motorcycle 
parking in August 2008 
to fund improvements to 
motorcycle parking 
facilities and transport in 
the c ity. 

From June I this 
charge will be reduced 
to £1 a day and by then 
we will also have 900 
free motorcycle parking 
spaces in the council's 
undercover car parks . 

A small minority of 
motorcyclists are 

unwilling to pay a 
nominal charge to park 
and last week, as part of 
a sustained protest 
campaign, they 
deliberately disrupted 
the lives ofthousands of 
Londoners and visitors 
by bringing "mayhem" 
and "chaos" to . 
Westminster with a 
'go-slow'demonstration 
in the West End. 

While we welcome 
peaceful and legitimate 
protest in response to 
our policies, an incident 
during the protest saw a 

member of the public 
physically attacked and 
then intimidated at a . 
junction in Westminster. 

A video of this 
incident 'has been posted 
on YouTube under the 
title The Fight. 

This footage and 
[accompanying] 
comments have been 
forwarded to the police 
for further investigation. 

I have now written to 
the chairman of the 
No to Bike Parking 
Fees group urging 
him publicly to . 

condemn such actions. 
Despite claims to the 

contrary, we recognise 
that motorcyclists are an 
important part of the 
transport mix. . 

Indeed, we were one 
of the first councils in 
the country to permit 
motorcycles to drive in 
bus lanes and will 
continue to welcome 
open and constructive 
dialogue on the future of . 
motorcycling in the city, 

CLLR DANNY CHALKLEY 
Cabinet Member for-City 

Management 


